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EDITORIAL NOTES 


* KF 


THE PHILOSOPHICAL ASPECT OF SURVIVAL 


On the question of the survival of the human personality certain think- 
ers have assumed an attitude of philosophic detachment which recalls the 
‘Kismet’ of the oriental fatalist. They have said, in effect “The question 
cannot rightly be a matter of concern since we cannot, by our thought, in- 
fluence the fixed decrees of destiny. Either we survive as individuals, or 
we do not, and in either event, we are powerless to change the decree. If 
we are doomed to extinction as conscious beings, we have nothing to fear, 
as we shall be none the wiser, being non-existent. If, on the other hand, 
our personal consciousness survives the dissolution of the brain, and ex- - 
istence be perpetuated under conditions unknown and unknowable to us 
in our present state, then we find no practical use in speculation on such an 
intangible theme. One or other alternative being a necessity, we accept 
that necessity and give it no further thought, but prefer to apply ourselves 
to the immediate concerns of the only life which we can realize and to make 
the best of that life whilst we have it.” 

Since there is, to human reason, no escape from the dilemma thus pre- 
sented, and all argument from biology turns the scales in favor of the dis- 
integration and dispersal of the individual focus of life and thought, the 
creed of the fatalist and that of the sadducee has throughout human history 
found and claimed material juscification. And it has never failed to bring 
with it a paralysis of mental and spiritual effort of a constructive nature, 
because it kills out all enthusiasm for spiritual ideals as indeed it is bound 
to do. “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” To the one bound 
by fatalist or materialist creed involving a mechanistic concept of the uni- 
verse, work or enterprise may be an anodyne, but never an inspiration. 
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To the logical conclusions of the intellect, the instinctive part of the 
mind is opposed,—and quite illogically opposed, since it can offer no ra- 
tional argument in support of its convictions. But to the majority of men 
and women, the notion of extinction of the personal intelligence is repug- 
nant. The whole scheme of conscious being is in a position of defence 
against an intellectual view which is felt to be subversive of a balance sub- 
liminally achieved and for the maintenance of which the powers of the soul 
will intuitively rally into action. It is here that the doctrine of Evolution 
is seen to be, in its higher implications, a most powerful ally of the instinc- 
tive ideals of mankind. The discoveries of Darwin offer in physical sym- 
bol an analogy of growth, deveiopment, and perfectibility to be interpreted 
in a psychical and spiritual sense which for the first time opens a way of 
escape from the dilemma on the horns of which the intellect is impaled. 
Neither personal annihilation nor personal survival appear any longer as a 
fixed and irrevocable necessity, universal in its scope and inescapable in its 
nature. In the light of the evolutionary thesis, properly appreciated, there 
is room for a third alternative and this is one which reconciles the logic of 
intellect with the demands of the subliminal part of the mind, its emotions 
and ideals, and yields satisfaction to these permanent elements in our psy- 
chical constitution. This third alternative might be stated thus: 


The true individual mind—Personality—is in process of emergence from the 
mass-consciousness of the race, and is now manifesting itself under evolutionary 
law in increasing numbers of individuals and in more varied modes. The trend to- 
wards differentiation seems unrestricted and incalculable in extent and variety, 
though the percentage of individuals so developed will be a relatively small one as 
compared with the aggregate of humanity. It will make always for the perpetua- 
tion of the personal entity in any and every way available under the laws of physi- 
cal and mental heredity and by any and every mode of self-perpetuation. 


The root-idea contained in the foregoing definition may, of course, 
be far better and more eloquently stated; but even as here given, it will be 
seen to remove us once for all from the shadow of a fixed predestination, and 
to offer us in place of this a prospect of infinitely varied personal choice, 
running the whole gamut from the effacement of the individual conscious- 
ness and its absorption in the social or racial (or even cosmic),—right 
away to the opposite extreme of the most intense and clear-cut individuali- 
ty of personal mind. And it would make our future‘in this way dependent 
upon our own free-will and power of self-determination. For most men 
and women the path preferred would be that of self-integration—the growth 
and co-ordination of all sub-personal elements in the psychical and mental 
environment. This intent would receive the strongest reinforcement from 
the religious instinct of all ages, which has never ceased to recognize an 
evolutionary. process in the soul of man, but has often expressed this in doc’ 
trines of ‘conditional immortality’ and proclaimed therefor the necessity of 
‘salvation’. 
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The philosophic counterpart, then, of this religious dogma—that of a 
soul to be saved—will appear in the evolutionary hypothesis of an individ- 
ual approach to a status of emergence from the racial or ancestral life into 
that of a permanent or continuous personality. And this philosophic doc- 
trine of continuity argues the building of a vehicle of non-material sub- 
stance endowed with organs of sensibility which will render it capable of 
functioning ever more and more effectively in the psychical and metapsy- 
chical realms which lie between spirit and matter, or mind and matter, and 
uniting in its functions both means of expression. 


In the parable of the Talents the reward of diligence in the exploita- 
tion of individual powers is figured as an endowment of rulership over 
cities. These cities are symbolic of added powers and faculties,—an exteén- 
sion of Personality over a larger mental and spiritual field. By the diligent 
use of the mental and psychical equipment, man as an individual can cre 
ate for himself a principality of personal consciousness and this may em- 
brace within its scope elements hitherto outside the area of his conscious 
or subconscious control. He may even achieve the welding into his own 
framework of being an indefinite number of racial and ancestral soul-ele- © 
ments which, themselves too weak to claim self-determination independent- 
ly, may find their salvation in a fusion of consciousness with that of a more 
powerful ‘ego’ in sympathetic relation with the character-germs whose im- 
print they bear, latent and undeveloped. ‘Multiple Personality” is ab- 
normal or pathological only in so far as its elements are not rightly or fully 
co-ordinated. Such elements may be grouped in association with a single 
individual. Their ultimate destiny may be, for some a re-grouping;—for 
others a promise of independence. ~— 


* * 


The doctrine of palingenesis—or, in modern parlance “re-incarnation” 
has a potential bearing upon the problems which we have discussed. It is 
an idea of undying vitality because it indicates one of the several modes by 
which self-perpetuation and the progressive enlargement of the individual 
personality may be achieved. In studying this aspect of the evolutionary 
law on its spiritual side, it is above all things necessary that we clear our 
minds of the vulgar error of thinking that it is the earth-personality which 
reappears. Perhaps the truer notion of what takes place in palingenesis— 
assuming it to be a fact—would be to imagine the creation of a series of 
symphonic movements by an inspired musician—some related as parts of 
a larger and more comprehensive work and thus bearing a certain relation 
one to another. Through some of these a leit-motif will run and repeat 
itself as an echo carried from one to another, expressive of the underlying 
intent of the whole. Carry this similitude into the domain of life, and you 
may have a series of earth-lives, each a distinct personality, but one and 
«1 dependent upon an intelligence of a higher order which has successively 
i-spired them and has expressed his thoughts in the details of their mun- 
cane career. Thus the memory of a former phase of being—whether on 
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this earth or in some other sphere—would not argue any actual identity 
of the two personalities but would point more truly to a common spiritual 
origin and a linking of evolutionary purpose and intent between the two 
lives, or series of lives concerned. But there is another phase of the law 
in sympathetic association, and we may here recall the remark of Johannes 
the monk who, speaking of his widened area of consciousness in the after- 
life says: “So being united and yet separate . . . do we have and live a hun- 
dred lives where once we lived but one.” 


* * * 


The categorical distinction between Life (as a biologic factor) and 
Mind as the controller of Matter through the agency of Life, is admittedly 
a fundamental one. This control may be rhythmic or recurrent in its suc’ 
cessive phases subjective and objective—thus allowing for many possible 
modes of re-incarnation; either individual, sub-individual, super-individual 
(or collective) and what not. 

Once the formative power of Mind and its power to handle Life—i.e. 
the living organism—be conceded, and the ability of Mind to find sustained 
expression in a sequence of vehicles be also allowed, there will appear pos- 
sibilities indefinite in number and scope. . 

If the trend be to the differentiation of the Individual and to the per’ 
fecting of Individual Types, it would seem to follow quite logically that 
individual character will tend to self-perpetuation by the most direct 
means. Hence, as the race advances, we might look for a progressive mani 
festation of consistent personality-tokens in successive lives. 

On pages 67-69 of this issue will be found a record of an aspect of this 
problem which, so far as we are aware, is entirely new:—the confrontation 
of two personalities linked or supposedly linked in something of this man- 
ner:—the one a present-day individual and the other a defunct personality 
of eight centuries ago: but it is clearly manifest that it is not that defunct 
personality which is the communicator, but rather the nameless Intelligence 
which has created the past and present individuals and now recalls and 
draws together the cords invisible which bind the two. 


* * 
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PROGRESS OF PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
IN EUROPE 
By Dr. GerpA WALTHER 


It was a very great honour and pleasure to me when Dr. Dietz of Ley- 
den University asked me to repeat my lecture on the development of Rudi 
Schneider’s mediumship and my experiences with him (which I had de 
livered (in German) to the Dutch S. P. R. in the Hague) for his students 
at that university. He ceded an hour of his college time on physical phe- 
nomena to me for that purpose. The college is held in the great auditory 
of the botanical institute of Leyden, and Prof. Baes Becking, the director 
of that institute, kindly welcomed me. He told me in fluent English, that 
he was quite ready to accept psychical phenomena if they were really estab- 
lished, and that he had even given an alleged magnetopath an opportunity 
to show the influence of his “fluids” on the growth of plants. Unfortu- 
nately the result of these experiments was entirely negative, but he was 
quite ready to try again with the same or another—perhaps better gifted 
person. Although I spoke in German about 80-85 students attended my 
lecture, among whom I noticed several Japanese, and their questions after- 
wards showed me, how deeply they were interested, especially also in the 
theoretical explanation of psychical phenomena, not only in their reality 
and the methods of control by which they are established. 

Now Dr. Tenhaeff, who has already been assistant of Prof. Roels at 
the psychological institute of Utrecht University for some years, has been 
appointed as second official lecturer on psychical research at the University 
of Utrecht, where he had already before delivered some lectures on psy- 
chics. (Dr. Tenhaeff is also well-known as lecturer on psychical research 
in the Dutch radio and Dutch People’s Universities.) On December 4th 
1933 he delivered his inaugural lecture on “the apparition of ghosts.” (I 
will review this in detail in my Continental Notes.) So now Holland as 
the first country in Europe, nay, in the world, has already got two official 
readerships on psychical research! 

Besides some other professors at Dutch Universities are more or less 
interested in psychical research, and—the same as in other countries— 
mention it in their lectures on other things connected with psychics (the- 
ology, psychology, psychotherapy etc.). I have already mentioned the 
benevolent attitude of Prof. Baes Becking. Another Dutch scientist, Dr. 
M. C. van Mourik Broekman, professor of theology at the University of 
Utrecht, president of the Dutch S. P. R., has often lectured on the im- 
portance of this new science, the same is the case with Dr. A. H. de Hartog, 
professor of theology at Amsterdam University. Both regard psychical 
research as an auxiliary science for theology. 

One of the founders of the Dutch S. P. R., late Prof. G. Heymans, 
the well-known philosopher and psychologist of Groningen University, con- 
ducted some very interesting telepathic experiments together with Dr. H. J. 
W. F. W. Brugmans in the psychological laboratory of Groningen Uni- 
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versity already in 1920 with a psychically gifted student Mr. van Dam as 
medium (published as communication No. 1 of the Dutch S. P. R. in 
1921). Also Dr. G. van Rijnberk, professor of physiology at the Universi- 
ty of Amsterdam, who had the kindness to invite me to his home in order 
to discuss psychics with me, is: greatly interested in psychical research, 
though very critical. In his ““Nederl. Tijdschrift voor Geneeskunde” (a 
well-known medical journal in Holland) he has published a series of articles 
on modern investigations of mediums. 

Thus Holland still is the only country in Europe possessing officially 
appointed lecturers on psychical research. In all other countries however 
there are also official scientists interested in it. The development of occult: 
ism into scientific psychical research in Germany has already been published 
in this journal in the articles of late Baron v. Schrenck-Notzing. As will 
be remembered, Prof. A. Ludwig of the Catholic High-School in Freising 
near Munich was the first to lecture on psychics in spring 1919, in the 
same year Prof. Osterreich of Tubingen University also lectured on psy- 
chical research. Dr. Engert, professor of theology at the Catholic High- 
school in Dillingen on the Danube followed this example in 1920, profes 
sors at other Catholic High-schools or theologians (mostly catholic) at 
universities are also interested in psychics (thus e.g. Prof. Scherer at the 
Catholic High-school in Passau, Prof. Eberle at the Catholic High-school 
in Dillingen, Prof. theol. Walter at the University of Munich, Prof. A. 
Mager, Benedictine, of Salzburg, Prof. A. Gatterer, S.J. of Innsbruck etc.). 
As can be seen from the articles of Dr. v. Schrenck-Notzing there were 
also many non-theological German professors, mostly philosophers, who in- 
terested themselves for psychics and partly lectured on it. The present 
situation however is, that now Prof. Verweyen of Bonn is the only profes- 
sor who lectures on psychics in Germany. In 1933 his pupil Dr. Bender 
took his degree as doctor at Bonn University with a psychic investigation. 
(It will be published in the Dutch Tijdschrift and I will review it then.) 
All the other professors in Germany, who treated on psychical research in 
their colleges have resigned their lectureships or been dismissed last year 
out of various reasons, e.g. age, non-Aryan descent, “pacifist” views etc. 
(thus Prof. Driesch, Prof. Osterreich, Prof. Dessoir, Prof. Messer). 

In Switzerland, as far as I could find out, there is no official lecture: 
ship in psychics either. But famous scientists, as the psychiatrist Prof. 
Bleuler of Zurich and the renowned psychoanalyst Jung are deeply inter’ 
ested in psychical research and have themselves investigated some mediums. 
The co-editor of the German “Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie” Dr. Ber 
noulli, is lecturer at the polytechnical school in Zurich. 

In Austria the protestant theologians Prof. R. Hoffman and Prof. 
Entz, both at Vienna University, deal with psychical research as an auxil- 
iary science of theology. Prof. Karl Camillo Schneider (biologist, Vienna) 
lectured on psychical research in special colleges. Recently he has been dis’ 
missed because he shot at a colleague of his at a funeral, whom he thought 
to be his enemy (he was exculpated as not being quite sane). Other Aus 
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trian scientists, as especially Prof. Thirring (physicist at Vienna Universi- 
ty) are greatly interested in psychics and have also investigated mediums 
without however lecturing on psychical research. 

In Czecho-Slovakia Dr. O. Fischer, professor of psychiatry at Prague 
University, well-known through his investigations of the clairvoyant graph- 
ologers R. Scherman and O. Reimann, is the only scientist who lectures on 
psychics in special colleges. Other scientists, such as Mikuska, Dr. 
Pfleger, Dr. K. Kuchynka also occupy themselves with this domain there. 

In Yugoslavia there is a psychical research society of the Russian stu- 
dents of Belgrade University, which also arranges non-official lectures and 
courses on psychics, and investigates mediums. It intends to hold an exhi- 
bition this spring, which is to show the progress of psychical research in 
the world. 

In Hungaria the theologian Prof. Jos. Triklal, in 1930 dean of the 
theological faculty of Budapest University, is deeply interested in psychi- 
cal research and has recently published a very good and objective book on 
“occultism and philosophy.” 

In Greece three years ago Dr. Th. Voreas, professor of psychology at . 
the University of Athens, introduced experiments of thought-transference 
into that university. The Greek S. P. R. was asked to help him to find 
some adequate mediums for this purpose and Dr. Tanagra, president of the 
Greek S. P. R., brought him four of the best mediums of the society, so 
that the telepathic experiments conducted in the psychological laboratory 
of the university were very successful. Besides Prof. Voreas three other 
renowned Greek scientists and professors of the University of Athens are 
members of the Council of the Greek S$. P. R.: Prof. Katsaras (neurology), 
Prof. Livieratos (pathology) and Prof. Bensis (pathology). 

In Italy the late Prof. Santoliquido, successor of Prof. Pagliani as gen- 
eral director of Italian public hygiene, president of the international hy- 
gienical office in Paris, technical counsellor of the international Red Cross, 
for several years president of the Institut Métapsychique in Paris, pro- 
posed officially to introduce psychical research into the Italian universities. 
Unfortunately this was prevented by his premature death in November 
1930. Strange enough Sig. M. A. Marzorati, the late editor of the Italian 
psychical journal “Luce e ombra” (now “Revista psichica”) was against 
this project, because he feared that a lecturer on psychical research would 
be in danger of putting forth things in a too one-sided manner, be it only 
from the spiritualist, or only from the animistical point of view. (Cp. C. 
de Vesme “L’enseignement officiel de la Métapsychie” in “Psychica” of 
Nov. 15th 1933.) As the case of Dr. Dietz and Dr. Tenhaeff and other 
scientists lecturing on psychics shows, this danger seems to have been very 
much exaggerated by Sig. Marzorati. The project of Prof. Santoliquido 
has not been taken up again since his death, though, as in other countries, 
there are some official scientists who personally interest themselves in psy- 
chical research in a more or less positive way, (e.g. Prof. E. Sorge from 
the University of Naples) but they do not seem to have the influence and 
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energy of Prof. Santoliquido. Mussolini himself is supposed to have some 
sympathies for psychics, so perhaps in some near future one may hope 
Italy will follow the example of the Netherlands. Already now Prof. Caz- 
zamalli, teacher of neurology and psychiatry in Milan and Rome, with a 
special laboratory for the investigation of cerebral radiations of his own in 
Como, also deals with psychical research in his colleges. 

It is well known, that, with regard to France, Prof. Richet dealt with 
psychics in his lectures, in fact his last lecture before his discharge was on 
psychics. Besides of course many scientists are interested in the work of 
Dr. Osty and the Institut Métapsychique and assist at its investigations, 
yet there is no official psychical readership in France. However a number 
of well-known French scientists are members of the council of the Institut 
Métapsychique, e.g. Dr. Calmetter, Prof. Leclainche (from the Institut de 
France, chief of the sanitary services at the Agricultural Office), Dr. 
Cuneo (professor of surgery, member of the Medical Academy), Dr. Fr. 
Moutier (chief of the Laboratoire la Faculté de Médecine, Paris) Dr. J. 
Ch. Roux and others. 

In Belgium there is no official readership on psychics either but some 
scientists are interested in them, e.g. Prof. Bessemans, the present rector 
of the University of Ghent, who however holds rather negative views con’ 
cerning the reality of psychical phenomena. 

In Poland, as I hear, the political leaders of that nation are sym- 
pathically interested in psychical research, but here official scientists are 
against it, so that their prejudices would have to be overcome even if the 
— would be inclined to establish readerships on psychical research 
there. | 

In Lettonia Prof. Blacher (experimental chemist) of Riga University 
has investigated psychical phenomena (especially apport-mediums) for 
many years and also lectured on psychical questions occasionally. 

In Russia, as will be known, psychical research is strictly forbidden 
officially by the government. When a renowned Russian scientist, a pre- 
war friend of Dr. Osty, wrote to him and asked how psychical research 
was developing, Dr. Osty sent him his report of his investigations of Rudi 
Schneider in the “Revue Métapsychique.” The parcel came back with 
an official remark, saying that “such literature” was forbidden in Russia! 

In Finland there exists a psychical research society, which was 
founded already in 1907. Its first president was A. Grotenfeldt, professor 
of philosophy at Helsingfors University. His successor was the Rector 

no Stadius. This society is collecting important material on cases of 
spontaneous psychical phenomena in Finland, which is to be published in 
book-form some day. 

In the Scandinavian Countries also many scientists are interested in 
psychical research, but there too no official readerships exist at present. 
At the University of Copenhagen Prof. Rosin, director of the laboratory 
for experimental psychology, has often expressed himself against psychics 
publicly. His (non-official, I believe) assistant Mr. Faustinus has lectured 
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and written a great deal on psychics, mostly against them. He played a 
great part in the exposure of the medium Einer Nielsen in Oslo in 1922. 
Prof. Chr. Winther of the polytechnical school of Copenhagen on the other 
hand has investigated several mediums in his own laboratory. His inter- 
esting experiments with the medium Mrs. Anna Rasmussen have been pub- 
lished in this Journal. He has founded a Danish 8. P. R. in 1905. In 
Iceland the protestant theologian Prof. Haraldur Nielsson of Reykjavik 
University was greatly interested in psychical research. He investigated 
some mediums (especially late Mr. Indri Indridason) and published some 
treatises on psychical problems (partly in connection with religious ques- 
tions). I have not been able to find out whether other scientists in Iceland 
have followed his example after his death. 

In Norway one of the founders and for many years the president of 
the Norwegian S. P. R. was Dr. O. Jaeger, professor of national economy 
at Oslo University, who died last autumn. Owing to his activity the li- 
brary and the rooms of the Norwegian S. P. R. are in the building of Oslo 
university and several Norwegian scientists are members of its council, e.g. 
Dr. Wereide (physicist at Oslo University), who is also the editor of the’ 
journal of the society. 

In Sweden late Prof. Sidney Alrutz of Upsala University was active- 
ly interested in psychical research. After his death there was no professor 
who investigated psychical phenomena as he did, though some of them are 
interested in them in a more platonic way. However there has just been 
founded an international university-circle for the investigation of psychical 
phenomena by members of “Svenska Centralen for Psykisk Forskning.” It 
is called “Internationella Universitets-Kretsen” and Selma Lagerlof, the 
famous Swedish novelist, is its honorary president. The international sec- 
retary of this new foundation is Mrs. Eira Hellberg, the editor of the new 
journal “Ur det okandas varld” (cp. Journal Am. $. P. R., December- 
issue 1933, p. 360). The purpose of this society is to spread psychical in- 
formation in all countries, and communicate with scientists interested in 
psychics there, who perhaps don’t want their names to be published in con- 
nection with psychical research. Another organisation, mostly consisting 
of academical graduates, called “Fritt Forum” is closely connected with 
“Universitets Kretsen.” It has paying members and representatives in all 
countries (e.g. Prof. Richet in Paris, Mr. Harry Price in London, Dr. R. 
Tischner in Munich, Prof. R. Hoffman in Vienna) and a special fund— 
called “Schrenck-Notzingfond”—for the investigation of mediums. It will 
also publish interesting reports on psychical experiments now and then. 
(Nr. 1 by Mrs. Eira Hellberg has already come out with the title “Thought 
engravings.” It deals with Dr. Osty’s experiments with Rudi Schneider 
and Mme. Kahl Toucholka, Upton Sinclair’s experiments with his wife, 
Mrs. Silbert, Kluski, Prof. Fukurai’s experiments with some Japanese medi- 
ums and contains many illustrations.) Members of “Fritt Forum” are to 
be admitted to sittings with mediums in every country where there are 
other representatives of this organisation. The future will have to show 
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how much this new organisation can achieve. Some continental research- 
ers and societies did not join it, because they say the Swedish group has 
elected itself as international representative on its own account and be’ 
cause they regard Mrs. Hellberg as being over-active, very ambitious and 
unreliable. (I don’t know her personally. G. W.) Such groups and 
persons standing aloof are amongst others: the S. P. R. in London, the 
Dutch S. P. R., the Norwegian S. P. R., Prof. Blacher of Riga, Dr. Sun- 
ner (editor of the “Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie”), and myself — 

Concerning other countries not situated on the European Continent I 
am not well informed. Only regarding South-America the September- 
October-issue 1933 of the Revue Métapsychique contains a short note 
saying that two renowned scientists of the University of Buenos Aires, 
Prof. Joseph S. Fernandez (physicist) and Dr. E. del Ponte (biologist) 
have founded a society called ““Atman” there, which is to investigate psy- 
chical phenomena. Prof. del Pote also deals with psychical research in his 
official lecture at the University of Buenos Aires. It is to be hoped that 
other savants in South-America—and indeed, in the entire world,—will 
do the same, so that in some near future there will also be appointed official 
readerships on psychical research all over the world. 


* * 


THE LOST GLASTONBURY DRAWINGS OF JOHN ALLEYNE 


An Appeal for Information. 
6°78 


About the year 1920 Mr. John Alleyne, (Capt. John Allen Bartlett), the automa- 
tist for the Glastonbury architectural scripts which were instrumental in the discovery 
of the Edgar and Loretto Chapels, was persuaded to lend his unique series of inspira- 
tional pastel drawings of the former Abbey to a professional friend for the purpose of 
their exhibition in America. 

The greater part of the set was never returned, and Capt. Bartlett was quite 
unable to obtain any information as to their whereabouts. His widow is very anxious 
to recover these drawings and has asked us through the office of the London Spiritual- 
ist Alliance to have an enquiry circulated in the Journal of the A. S. P. R. We are 
glad to do this, and would earnestly invite any reader who may have knowledge 
which could assist in tracing these drawings to communicate with Mrs. J. A. Bartlett, 
care of Office of the L. S. A., 16 Queensberry Place, South Kensington, London, S.W. 


THE INSPIRATION OF GLASTONBURY 


Copyright 1934 by 
Freperick Bonp 
i Part VI. 


The script numbered XX in the series was obtained after the mid- 
day recess on the 20th October, and thus follows on No. XIX. It will be 
remembered that memories of Abbot Richard Bere had been stimulated. 
Now the Abbot comes in person to tell of his beloved Loretto Chapel. He 
announces himself as RICARDO and this is what he has to say: 

‘‘Mayhap I do mind more of the things that touch you closest:—of the builded 
monuments and the whole scheming of the ancient plan. Yea, and so be it. 

If ye would of the Capella Loretto and of the Church to Edgar, I can to speak: 
for was it not mine own—built as my vow,—a thing more fair than e’er yet saw the 
light of day? 

And did not Our Lady her very self haste in mercy and to save? 

So,—and I be man of honour—did I a shrine to her uprear: and foot by foot, 
yard by yard, measured on ancient measurements, repeat, as a mirage imaged in still 
waters, the archetype of the thing first set forth in fair Padua, where stood it amid 
spired cypress and plumed palms—a thing of beauty ‘neath azure skies. ; 

Lift the vision would I, and set ‘all in our own land where oaks of Druid fame 
and May flowers white as frost lit the land in time of spring. But winter blighteth 
all and gray the sky:—that laggard sun dim looming. So looketh it never the same! 

Shadows sharp as cameo-cut fell not from lacework of carven stone. Gray looked 
the stones that ne’er had known the kiss of southern sun. Windows that should as 
jewels—poems in light—send myriad flecks of glory to light the shrine and bless the 
penitent, fell dull as dark’ning eyes of death. And Ricardo grieved that his vision 
could not manifest... . Yet men did at it stand a-lack for word to praise enough.” 

There is also a thing I would to set down. It was of two seemings:—a House 
of Prayer, and a Mystic Word of hidden meaning. Did ye perchance when a-delving 
for buried ruin see at any time a cloud of whiteness that hung above the Host?” 

(FBB. I am sorry, Ricardo, that my dull eyes failed to see this.) 

“I be but to deaf ears prating: yet how should ye?” 


* * 


(JOHAN) “Open to whom ye will.” 

(FBB. “Can J.A. speak?”’) 

‘“J.A. Now perhaps your audience of the western world will not thank you 
for dragging in a Johnny Bull of no interest to them. . . . Well, if I can be of use, 
I bow to your decree. What would you care to know, my very good friend that I 
appreciate more today than ever before . . . and I do believe that I quite forgot to 
mention it on earth. We got pulled apart those last years—outside influence you 
know of—but what matters it now? All things dwindle to nothing, looked at back- 
ward from this plane: so don’t set too much value on trivial transient worries. That 
was the true fellowship that’s worth immortal life, surely.” 

(FBB. “Have you been able, where you are now, to find out whether 
there be any truth in the romance of the Abbot Robert as disclosed in the 
‘Company of Avalon’ script? If not, would you try to do so?”’) 

J.A. “Yes, I will, but don’t you remember? You ought to. Anyway the thing 


is all on record here and you can read for yourself not only that, but many more. 
I am not permitted. 
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You ought to know,—you, more than anyone else, for you were there—that’s 
all. . . . That’s why you digged like a mole all those years. You were rooting for 
something which your cosmic consciousness remembered. 

(FBB. here mentioned another matter as to which the truth is not yet 
known and remarked that it was a long time in coming out.) 

J.A. “Long, to you, is long as your own nose, my dear fellow,—no longer. . . . 
How I wish I could slip back with you into the past and sit again among the ruins 
at the end of a hard day. As you smoked, you talked, and you and I had much in 
common. But you would to your own notions—wrong of course,—and I couldn't 
budge your British pertinacity.” 

JOHAN. “Now when day is done and the candles all blown out, and the 
yawning choristers to bed—all over—and now perchance Johan may speak? (ALL. 
laughed when she read this). . . . I know not your lady who laughs, friend o° mine. 
Speak for me that I be not blown out with the candles.” 


THE TWENTY-FIRST SCRIPT 
(November 8th, 1933, 2:15 p.m.) 


The Watcher speaks: 


“Spirit is the more complete if the soul be full of light. It is the embryo of 
things—the First Cause latent in the Unexpressed. Why knock ye at the door? 
Would ye to enter? But mortal may not enter, lest he lose his hold on earth.” 


Johan speaks: 

“Brother, may not Johan be to you a keeper of the door? Ye cannot enter, 
forsooth, and we that look a long way back may not return. Even as a candle be 
blown out by many breaths, so was Johan (pushed) to the wall and to a seeming 
nothingness by the clack of puppets that would the stage. 

Johan cometh:—Johan, armed with that which shall keep at bay the pushing 
crowd about. 

It is no bludgeon—no blunderbuss of ancient time . . . naught but a name alone!” 

We wondered what this could mean. What name was potent to 
hold back the throng of those seeking to communicate? We had not to 
wait long. After a short pause, the writing was resumed in a large firm 
hand, quite different from the last: 

“In the Name of the Triune God I demand a hearing!” 

J.B.S. thought at first that this was a protest again on the part of our 
friend Johan but FBB. felt certain that it was not. He said: “‘No, it’s 
another whom Johan has allowed to enter through the door.” There was 
not the slightest idea in the mind of any one of the group as to who this 
mysterious person might be, but his solemn appeal for a hearing seemed 
impressive. The revelation of his identity is so strange and fantastic that 
I have thought twice and more than twice before deciding to record it. 
But as it comes through the hand of JBS who certainly has no preconceived 
ideas, beliefs or theories which might have suggested so unfamiliar an en- 
counter, I give it for what it may be worth to the reader;—the communi 
cation is addressed to FBB. 

“I am the one thou knowest by deep memory o’erlaid with present thought. 
Far below—as ‘neath the troubled waves of conscious thought lies a truth that thou 
may’st not recall. 

I be as a part of thee—a long-lost link that binds thee to Eternity: and I, who 
call to thee from the dark void of Time, bid thee listen and, as to an echo, hear what 
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hath not beginning nor yet end, but—as a note sounded in the great chord-harmony 
of Infinity,—goeth on in waves of conscious oneness.” 


(FBB. “Say on, friend, this is very interesting.) 
“I call thee not friend, nor yet brother. I be closer. 
Time. And would ye to reverse the wheel?” 


(FBB. ‘Perhaps it is permitted us to glance backward.”) : 
“Nay, then: but I, thy Self in greater being, may recall to thee milestones of 
the Past. What wilt thou of thy pre-natal Self?” 


(FBB. “Something concerning a past connection with Glaston would 
be of interest.”’) 

‘J” (written as a large initial.) 

(FBB. “I wonder what that initial stands for. Is it anything that 
links to my present task in life?’’) 


“See you a task unfinished? Death cut the thread o’ersoon. Listen: “tis a 
small note; but can ye not hear the shrill note of the pipes? It is even-time and by 
the wayside sits a boy—young and filled with a great inspiration—a boy of Normandy 
—-a boy that held in his soul the flame of holy spirit. 

And would he to speak as, of old, David to Saul. And at the gate of the 
minster sat he and played his shrill pipe, to call to heed him those passing, that with 
bowed head and beads to tell, heard not the small notes of cricket in the hedge, nor . 
boy a-piping. 

Then plucked he at the gown of Frere Jacques. And little wotteth he that 
the small one a-plucking at his sleeve was the embryo Roberto le Bon. And in 
chippering patois—Norman French—he did cry to be let within to tell the Papa* of 
the dream—-the vision splendid—that had to him trois nuits,—encore, encore le méme, 
appeared. So being none so deaf to wisdom that came as cicada-note only, he let 
in the child, and Petit Roberto, glad as a sunbeam, went a-shining through the dark- 
ling ancient ways of olden muro till, still a-smiling, he stood before the thrice-holy and 
learned one; who woke from a nodding patience to see before him no dull penitent— 
no pardon-seeking whitewashed hypocrite—but a fresh young lamb of the flock that 
came burning with the fire of inspiration. 


And as his vision he told, he clung to the holy man and would to be let as a 
young vocator in the minster of Brie. 

So didst thou in the darking of ancient ways begin the Via Crucia of thy 
Consecrate. Matins and Vesper:—Cloche de l’Eglise—and can’st thou not hark 
those bells of long ago that have through thy lives that be strung in long repeat to 
form the paternoster of thy being? The way is dark—dawn hath not lit the future.” 

It is at least a pretty picture and possesses something of that charm 
of expression which so distinguishes the script of JBS. So the reader may 
judge it if he will as a poetic fancy in quaint and pleasing literary form. 

(Writing changes.) 

JOHAN prays to up-come. Cuckoo—so calls the bird of spring. Thou dost speak 
charmed words that sing. And if Johan did not hold to his heart that which was,— 
which is, as lass to lover——then dumb were the voices of all. For he can call up the 
spectral visitants. 

(After a short recess—half an hour for coffee) 

JOHAN at the window to peer in at strange things. Mortals of the day, good 
:orrow to ye. I be not as thou thinkest.” 

(FBB. had remarked “Here’s old Johannes again.”’) 

“Old Johan, say you? Doddering old Granther, hopping on oaken staff—clout o’ 
gray-drab a-cling to his bonen, and a voice as a creaking cartwheel? So see you Johan? 


Nay then; wait a bit. Young giant was I. Sisyphus could lift no whit as much. 
*Father Abbot. 


On goes the shuttle of 
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Gay as spring morn: a laugh that caught at the wings o’ the wind and went booming 
down the mere. 


So could I heave the boat to cross the ferry when twain could scarce plow it 
across. 

Hark! Methinks it be the Abbot who calleth me a crowing cockrell! But young was 
I in very sooth, and strong—none can belie me. So when mine time of strutting was 
o'er, I tottered not to mort-bed but fell as oak falleth in forest when axe ringeth at the 
root.” (End of sitting 4 p.m.) 


THE TWENTY-SECOND SITTING 
(Thursday, November 9th, 1933.) 


(JBS. felt that “Jumieges’ was intended, but would not write the word 
as she feared that her own mind might have been dictating it.) 

The same strange influence noted in the previous sitting was again 
present. The following was written by JBS. She is conscious of the words 
as they come, but has no knowledge of what is to follow, and therefore 
the script means nothing to her until she is able to read the sequence. 

“I am so far,—so far agone ‘twixt dawn and day, and far as the voice of him 
long dead.” 

So speaks the spirit of one thou should’st know. 

Can ye, as present vox humani cry to mortal ears that which was silenced by 
cut of shears when the voice of Robert was stilled. 


Long time silence fell. Be I that greater, vaster self that speaks time and again, 
and then is silent? 

Johan saith:—‘At vesper-bell the night-jar calls,—and still again at vesper taketh 
he up the tale, with silent watch between. It be-eth one soul, but again and oft again 
repeat.” 

Am I then thy Self in far-off echo? May I be one nomen Roberto—one long 
in time afore JOHAN—a frére of . . . * that fell asleep a-telling of his beads at All 
Hallows and woke not though they called him oft ‘Father’ and again ‘Father’! Deep 
slept he—the deep sleep of forgetting. And requiem of the dead at Candlemas told 
they for the one that should no more wake to conscious life till he be at font rechris 
(tened)—a nova nomen on day reborn, and thyself again to cry at birth.” 


(FBB. “It’s like a long-distance telephone call across the ocean of 
time.” 

“Johan to laugh,—and what is this child’s ploy thou would’st?™ 

(FBB. “The telephone, Johan, is our modern toy for sending the 
voice to great distances.”’) 

“And Johan cannot think. It is no whit to sentience. Thy word ‘toy'—away 
with it—it be nought. 

Yet one hath to him told that in Abbey wall there was a nick (niche) wherein 
one standing quo—with ears long to hear,—can across the great gap hear echo—word 
that creeps and doth again repeat.t And so may ye list to my own parlez when I 
would across the deep abyss of time to you, mine Brother who hath a memory short 
as the tail of a Jack-rabbit.” 

The script continues with the entry of a little child, Sophobisca, who apparently 
is drawn by some obscure chord of memory or sympathetic feeling from a distant 
time. She has much to say in broken French and English and is altogether a piquant 
little personality. But her advent must await a further opportunity. 

*Word here illegible. 

{The legend still survives, but JBS could not know of it. There is an angle of the choir 


wall which is called the haunted corner, as the story goes that the listener there will hear the 
blowing of St. Dunstan’s forge-bellows. 


A RECORD OF TWO PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES 


The contributor E. E. F. is a lady well-known to the Editor, and of 
high repute in New York literary circles. The name of J. E. is a well- 
known one, but initials only are given in deference to the interests of her 
surviving relatives. 

The story of “The Spirit of Nadine,” in the February issue of the 
Journal, is somewhat akin to a psychic experience that came to me. For 
weeks I had been searching for the “right” apartment. Weary and dis 
gusted, I was about to drop the quest, when I found a large studio with a 
capacious fireplace and two windows that gave generous opportunity to 
the sun. I moved in immediately, and my new home did seem altogether 
right—for a time. But presently, in the late afternoons, my sense of well- 
being began to retreat before a peculiarly persistent depression. At first 
I thought it was because, at that hour, the sun had deserted my windows 
and moved westward. I busied myself with affairs, but was almost daily 
dragged into the depths of apathy and introspection. Finally, to avoid this 
morbid period indoors, I delayed my errands and household shopping un- . 
til four or five o'clock. Several times, when I returned to the studio, vital- 
ized with fresh air and reversed morale, I found my canary in a flutter of 
excitement. 

“What is it, Old Sweetness? Has something frightened you?” With 
a chirp and a whistle I'd try to reassure him (and myself), and turn on the 
lights. But the little fellow would mope until bedtime. 

After dinner there was always a book, or a bit of writing—until 
something began to interfere. Id read and re-read a page, and turn back 
to read it again. I couldn’t concentrate. My writing was a botch, the 
creative tap just wouldn’t turn, except to shower confusion. Night after 
night I'd huddle there for hours, under a heaviness that held me chair- 
bound, an ever increasing heaviness that pushed me down—down— 

Nonsense! Protesting, ['d escape from the chair and pace the floor. 
Absolutely no reason for this deadening negation... . Perhaps I was too 
much alone. ... No, I was used to solitude and liked it. I needed dis- 
traction, that was it. Distraction and stimulation. So I went to the 
movies and called on my friends—and took a spring tonic. It could not be 
dispelled, that something about the place that was far from “right.” It 
was the place, I was sure of it.... Yet it might be myself. Worry? I 
was insecure financially.... No! This disquiet was not material.... So 
I vacillated. I seemed to have no mental continuity, no power of decision. 
I was gloomy, apprehensive, leaden. 

But there were contradictory interludes, when in feverish unrest I 
pulled my books from their shelves, and shoved them back again. Opened 
the drawers of my desk and closed them. Rearranged the furniture— 


changed the pictures on the walls, standing reckless on a stepladder that 
swayed. 
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After a few weeks of this sort of thing I made up my mind to move. 
I am not a quitter, but I knew disaster was ahead if I didn’t. On the 
evening of my decision I read the papers with comparative comfort. In a 
short time I felt sleepy. Good! I'd go to bed. But once on my feet | 
hurried to the outer door, impelled to open it, rush down the stairs and 
into the street. For what? Driving rain and speeding taxis? Shocked, 
I drew the bolt across the door. But even then came a ruthless impulse 
to draw it back again. ... Just down the stairs and across the street. 
Straight and swift across. No dodging, no compromise—W as I crazy? 

Chilled with fear, I returned, stacked wood high in the fireplace and 
set a match to it. The warmth was soothing and I threw myself on a 
couch before it. I would have slept if I hadn’t heard a far-off singing, a 
fateful, monotonous, wailing singing that might have come across the 
steppes of Russia. It was hypnotic. I liked it—and I didn’t. But did | 
hear it? Did it really register on my physical ear? It stopped. Of course 
I had heard it. Else how would I know it had stopped? 

A blazing log rolled close to the rug, inch-close. An evil perversity 
held me fast to the couch. If the rug caught, let it burn, I wouldn’t move 
even if it burned under me. I wouldn’t move if the whole place—Gasping 
in horror I kicked the log back. Then I saw myself in the huge mirror 
over the hearth. I looked dead. I stared at that face that was mine and 
was not mine. Of course it was mine! I turned to the something in that 
room. 
“I’m not afraid! There is no power here but God! None but God!” 

The next morning, nerves refreshed, I felt a sort of pity for the un 
rest imprisoned in that room. If only I could let it out through opened 
windows, into the soothing sunshine! 

Later, in a changed environment, I met an acquaintance whom I had 
not seen for months. 

“You've moved again? Didn't you like your studio?” There was 
something of prescience in her tone. : 

“Yes, but—” She would understand, so I told her. 

“Didn't you know?” she exclaimed. 

“Know?” 

‘Suicide! .. . I don’t remember. Not so long before you went there. 


Yes. Suicide!” 

About six months later I had another demonstration of psychic ac’ 
tivity, a demonstration so vivid, so dramatic that I have never revealed it, 
fearing it would be credited to a neurotic imagination. 

After retiring one night, I began mulling over a play that I had been 
rewriting. The leading female character has developed so powerfully that 
she was “running away with the show.” That would never do. The 
star role was a man’s. ... But perhaps it would do, if I let the vital crea’ 
ture run far enough. . . . I mulled on, visualizing scene after scene. Pretty 
soon she had become so individualized that I was sure I recognized the 
personality that possessed her. 
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“Oh, but you are not her!” I objected. 

“TI can be anything!” She seemed to answer. 

Yes, I knew that voice! Staccato, slightly metallic, an instrument 
abused, suppressed, with strings near breaking. 

“But she’s mental, restrained, poised. Not at all your type of role.” 

“IT am an actress!” 

Yes, an actress. Possibly America’s greatest. Sublimation. Genius. 
I could see that indomitable square brow. I could feel that flame-driven 
spirit— I must be dreaming! No, there was the fretful barking of the 
puppy across the street, the approaching roar of the Elevated. 

She staid on, close beside me. The room was filled with her. 

‘Please! Please! I must sleep.” I turned toward the wall and covered 
my ears, but I could not shut out weeping—weeping so terrible that I sat 
straight up, my feet on the floor. 

“Go away! Go away from me!” 

Agony, crucifixion in that weeping. 

“Go away! I can’t bear it!” 

Soul-break—and defeat. 

A great understanding surged through me. “Poor little girl!” If 
only I could have put my arms around her. “Poor little J...... E......!” 

In a short time she left me. Silence was there, but I could not sleep. 

In the morning I went to the stand around the corner for my news’ 
paper. Tangible and sane. That and strong coffee would banish this 
strange— Headlines on top of the stacked Tabloids, folded headlines 
that frustrated my eyes. But my soul knew. My shocked fingers un- 
folded the pink sheet with the big black letters: 
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PSYCHIC RESEARCH IN BRAZIL 


An account of three sittings for physical phenomena (levitations, apports, 
etc.) with the medium Carlos Mirabelli. 


By May C. WaLkeER 


When I decided to go round South America on the Reina del Pa- 
cifico, my greatest ambition was to meet and if possible to obtain one or 
more seances with the famous physical medium Carlos Mirabelli of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. I therefore travelled out earlier in December to Rio de 
Janeiro so as to have some weeks in Brazil before joining the Reina at 
Montevideo in February. 

I went armed with a long list of names of Brazilian sitters appearing 
in the brochure “O Medium Mirabelli” sent to me by the English S. P. R.: 
but had no addresses beyond that of Herr Pritze, an official of one of the 
German banks at Sao Paulo—kindly sent to me by Professor Hans 
Driesch, who, it will be remembered, sat with this medium a few years ago 
and to whom I wrote from Rio as soon as I arrived. 

To my disappointment Herr Pritze replied that he had had no con 
tact with Mirabelli for three or four years and could do nothing to help 
me. He did not even know whether the medium still lived at Sao Paulo. 

The Editor of an English paper at Sao Paulo, to whom I had been 
advised to write by an English resident there whom I met on the boat, 
did not reply at all. Nevertheless in a week’s time I travelled to Sao Paulo, 
—a mountain city 3000 ft. above sea-level and 12 hrs. journey from Rio. 
(It is known as the “Manchester” of Brazil.) Here I called on Herr Pritze 
and he kindly took me to the office of a lawyer, Dr. Spencer Vampré, who 
also used to sit with Mirabelli and was on my list of names. 

Dr. Vampré went to great trouble for me in telephoning to various 
Drs. and other old sitters, all of whom spoke enthusiastically of the medi- 
umship. But no one,—not even some of his personal friends—seemed to 
know where he was! 

I had a long and interesting talk with Senhor Enrico des Goes, Direc: 
tor of the Municipal Library, who related to me all sorts of wonders con’ 
cerning materializations and levitations, but who also had not seen Mira- 
belli for a long time. 

In the end I discovered that the hall-porter of my hotel knew him 
well and actually lived near his home at Tocoroovy, some few miles from 
Sao Paulo and who would call next morning in passing. So I was full of 
hope,—only to have it dashed to the ground: for it turned out that Mira: 
belli was at Niteroy across the bay from Rio and there was nothing to be 
done but to telegraph to him at the address given by his son, asking if he 
would be so good as to come to Sao Paulo at my expense, as my boat was 
due to sail from Santos for Buenos Aires on January 23rd and it was then 
the 17th. After waiting two days and getting no reply, Dr. Vampré des’ 
patched a second telegram and to this also came no reply. 


74 | 


PSYCHIC RESEARCH IN BRAZIL 75 


I knew it was of no use for me to return to Rio; for I might arrive to 
find Mirabelli had returned to Sao Paulo and I had practically given up 
all hope of seeing him,—had taken my passage and was ready to start next 
morning for Santos, when late that evening arrived a telegram to say that 
he could not come to Sao Paulo as he was working at an Institute at Nite- 
roy, but that he awaited me at Rio. 


It did not take me half an hour to decide that, inconvenient as it was 
for me to cut short by nearly a week my stay in the Argentine, when I 
was to visit friends on their estancia, yet if the Royal Mail would ex- 
change my ticket to another boat sailing on the 28th, I must return to 
Rio and not lose the opportunity of seeing this medium in a country I 
might never again have the chance of visiting. ; 


I accordingly took the night train next evening back to Rio—only re- 
gretting that I had not known of his whereabouts when I was there be- 
fore. I found that Mirabelli was being investigated by a Dr. Thadeu Me- 
deiros, a Doctor of Medicine whose office was only a few minutes walk 
from my hotel and who is planning to open a new Institute in Rio to be 


installed with photographic and other apparatus for the scientific study - 
of Mirabelli’s phenomena. 


From what this gentleman told me, it certainly seemed as if Mirabelli 
was one of the greatest living physical mediums;—and I was more than 
glad that I had found him. 

At present, he is living at the head-quarters of a small Psychical or 
spiritualistic Society in Niteroy. I was taken there that evening by Dr. 


Medeiros with another Brazilian interested in psychics,—a Senhor Vas 
concellies. 


Carlos Mirabelli is held in great veneration by all the members of this 
society. He is known as “Professor” and believed to possess healing pow- 
ers. They bring to him bottles of water to be magnetized. 

There were many speeches and kind allusions to England and to my 
visit. Senor Vasconcellies spoke English and Dr. Medeiros French, and 


they were able to interpret for me, as Mirabelli speaks only Portuguese 
and Italian. 


He did some automatic writing in trance, but it was late in the eve- 
ning before I saw any signs of physical phenomena; and this was after 
most of the members had left and they took place only in the presence of 
Senhor Vasconcellies and myself: the Dr.; Senhor and Senhora Guimaraes 
and Senhora Mirabelli remaining in the back room except during the last 
phenomenon when Senhor Guimaraes was also present. 

There were four phenomena in all, witnessed in good white light suf- 
ficient to see each person clearly and also all the objects in the room. My 
camera, with which I had just taken a photograph of the medium was ly- 
ing on a long wooden table at some distance from where we were stand- 
ing, holding Mirabelli’s hands. It began to move about on the table and 
jumped on to the floor. A small fan laid on my upturned palms, began to 
wriggle about as if alive, then falling off. In this case, Mirabelli’s fingers 
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were near my hands, but not touching them and it almost seemed as if 
some magnetism issued from his fingers, causing the fan to move. 

My hat, a large straw one, turned completely round on the table and 
three tall glass bottles filled with water all shook together. Later one of 


them fell over on its side. There was an interval of some minutes between 
each phenomenon. 


II. 


My next seance took place after a dinner-party at the home of Sen- 
hora Guimaraes—a charming villa at Copacabana to which the Dr., Sen- 
hor Vasconcellies, Professor and Senhora Mirabelli and myself were in- 
vited next evening. Here, owing to the fact that so many things in the 
house had been broken by psychic means (a china chandelier in one of the 
bedrooms; china vases, etc. were shown to me)—NMirabelli refused to sit 
except in the garden. It was a lovely moonlight night during the hottest 
hc of the summer, and the garden and verandah were well lit. by electric 
amps. 

While sitting on the verandah in front of the house, with Mirabelli 
and Senhora Guimaraes;—the Dr. keeping everyone else in the garden at 
the rear, including the two servants;—plants were shaken violently; a sun- 
flower came through the air and settled facing us on the top of some ferns 
which bordered the verandah. A spray of roses fell at our feet—rambler 
roses which grew some distance away; and an apport—part of a stetho- 
scope belonging to the doctor—fell as if out of the heavens on to the path 
just outside the gate. 

He had already related to me that another part of this stethoscope 
had fallen in a café just underneath his office where he had been sitting 
= Mirabelli. This was just before I joined them to motor out to the 
villa. 

We found the plant from which the sunflower had been broken off, 
and I tried myself to throw it over the ferns bordering the verandah. But 
I could not make it land in the same position, nor did its passage through 
the air resemble in any way what we had previously seen. I told Dr. 
Medeiros that the garden phenomena were less satisfactory than those in- 
doors; for one could never feel absolutely sure that the breeze had not 
moved the ferns and leaves, or that some one in the house had not thrown 
the sunflower, the roses and the apport out of one of the windows. 

The Dr. replied that he had everyone under observation at the back 
of the house. | 

Two other guests had arrived after dinner, and they, with our host, 
some nieces and nephews, Senhor Vasconcellies and Madame Mirabelli, 
were all there as well as the two servants. 


I preferred, however, indoor phenomena, and had one more experi 
ence of the mediumship before leaving. 


Ill. 
This was at Niteroy again on the following evening and was after a 
celebration of Prof. Mirabelli’s 23rd anniversary as a medium. On enter 
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ing the room, he was pelted with white rose-petals. Many speeches were 
made by the President of the Society, by several members, and by Mira- 
belli himself. I was presented with a scroll signed by the President and 
others, and tied with the colors of Brazil; and Senhor Mirabelli said he 
would do his best to fulfil my desire that he should go to England and 
France during the summer. It was again 11 p.m. before we had any physi- 
cal phenomena. This time, the whole gathering, which included a journal- 
ist of a well-known paper in Rio (The Journal of Brazil) formed a chain, 
holding hands, whilst Mirabelli took Senhora Guimaraes and myself with 
him into the small room adjoining. 

Here some white flowers, growing in a window-box, were violently 
shaken and finally completely uprooted, falling over into the room. Méira- 
belli said he saw a hand amongst the flowers. I did not see this, but I did 
see what appeared to be a large mass of white material which might have 
been like teleplasm. Later, when Mirabelli was alone with the Dr. in this 
small room—I being amongst the others in the larger room—we heard a 
very loud noise of something falling in the passage outside, which turned 
out to be still another and heavier part of the Dr’s stethoscope which had . 
been missing for some days. This again was an apport I could not easily 
accept, as it could have been thrown from one of the back rooms; and ap- 
ports are so rare that they need the very severest control before they can 
be scientifically accepted. 

Of the last phenomena, however, I had no doubts. All of us ad- 
journed to the back room, where, on a table against the far wall, were | 
about a dozen large wine-bottles filled with water. 

We formed a chain in a semi-circle at the other side of the room, 
Mirabelli being at one end of it, but a considerable distance from the table. 
He asked for a sign that the water had been magnetized—which I under- 
stand he thinks is done by his father, who has passed over. 

Immediately came the jingling together of the bottles;—then a loud 
noise which shook them still more, as if some one has rapped on the table. 
After a slight pause, one bottle fell over on its side. 


There are one or two things remarkable about Mirabelli’s medium- 
ship: one, that he does not need a circle present. With him, phenomena 
happen in the presence of one or two people only. On the other hand, a 
group of people in an adjoining room seem to be able to contribute power. 

The other is that he works in white light, which proves that dark- 
ness, or red light, are not absolutely necessary for physical phenomena. 
This fact might be taken to heart by mediums who insist on this condition. 

Mirabelli is a spiritualist in his beliefs. Dr. Medeiros attributes the 
phenomena to some material and magnetic force issuing from the medi- 
um’s body. He has written a brochure on some of his experiences which 
{ am sending to Paris and London and which I hope will be translated into 
other languages. 

It is satisfactory that this medium is in the hands of a man of science; 
ond I am greatly indebted to him for allowing me the opportunity of wit- 
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nessing the best telekinesis I have ever seen: and also to Senhor and Sen- 
hora Guimaraes for their most kind hospitality. 

I appreciate also Mirabelli’s willingness to sit for me so many times in 
tremendous heat. He and the Dr. came to see me off on my ship, and 
again assured me that they would do their best to visit my country. I left 
Rio de Janeiro and its kind and charming people with real regret. It is 


surely one of the most beautiful places in the world. 
May. C. WALKER. 


THE REAL AND THE UNREAL AS A 
PSYCHICAL PROBLEM 


By Upton Lawton, M.D. 


The problem of defining reality is difficult. It is, however, fully as 
complicated to identify the unreal. Complex and perplexing as the quest 
for a solution to these problems must always be, the human mind has, 
nevertheless, from the dawn of thought sought for some sort of an answer. 


We live in a confusing and contradictory world. That which is 
concrete in appearance often turns out to be less reliable and true than 
those things which have never been visible or tangible. Cosmic laws, for 
example, are not tangible, yet we are subject rigidly to their effects. The 
entire dilemma of the many and the one stands at the horizon of our think: 
ing—and it hovers there as yet unanswered, perhaps unanswerable. 

To review some of the ways of encompassing the nature of things, 
let us merely enumerate a few fundamental principles. Lack of space pre- 
vents any sort of complete analysis, yet if we use certain ideas as building 
blocks in our subsequent argument they will be found to be constructively 


helpful. 

It is, then, safe to recognize two fundamental and apparently opposed 
notions. One is the Monistic position, which supposes that all realities in 
the universe may be resolved into one ultimate and final Causeless Cause, 
synonymized by many western and eastern religions with the idea of God. 
Opposed to this basic conception is the Dualistic, or Pluralistic position, 
which holds that the universe is not explainable in the absence of at least 
two or more final essences. There is, for example, Good; but then, there 
is Evil. There is the One, the Law, but there is also the Many, the things 
which obey the law. There is the material, physical, chemical, biological 
body, but there is the mind, or the spirit, which cannot be reduced to mat’ 
ter, although it is correlated and closely inter-related with it. 

In addition to these two essential positions we may list four other 
epistemological viewpoints. 

1. The Realistic, which holds that consciousness creates nothing but 
merely discovers things. It is like a searchlight which reveals the objects 
of reality. It is like a photographic plate which records realities that are 
actually there. The realist holds that the qualities in the universe are in 
themselves real, that the rose is truly red and the sky is actually blue. 
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For the realist, there is the self, the beholding consciousness, and the “out- 
side” world of quantity and quality. 

2. The Idealistic, which holds that there is no actual “material” 
world at all, either qualitatively or quantitatively. There is, on the other 
hand, only God and God’s thoughts. God thinks each one of us into being, 
and He constructs, out of thought, a system of ideas which we are de- 
signed to behold as the world of fact and experience. The idealist per- 
ceives thought by means of thought. The Many, is only an appearance. 
The only final reality is God. 

3. The Dualistic, or Kantian position, which holds that there is the 
Me and that there is an external world knowable only to me through the 
medium of the senses. The world, then, which I can know is not the real 
world, it is only an appearance. Things are not as they seem. The rose 
is not truly red. We can never know true reality. We can only know 
what seems to be. 

4. Finally, let us list the Pragmatic position, which holds that na- 
ture alone exists and that consciousness has been evolved by nature. It 
contends, in opposition to the Realistic doctrine, that consciousness, as it 
were, creates of itself an order of reality. If nature is destroyed, all con- 
sciousness goes with it. Quality, quantity, the beauty of the rose, the feel- 
ing of justice,—all are the peculiar products of a time—space—atomic 
order of things. (Using the latter term in the Greek sense, meaning ulti- 
mate and irreducible fraction of something.) 

Two other ideas are worthy of attention, namely the Platonic Ideal 
and that which is known as the Aristotelian Potential. Briefly considered, 
Plato held, as we will remember, that back of every appearance was the 
reality which stood independent of any particular event. Chairness re 
mained, even though all chairs were destroyed, or even though no chair 
ever had been constructed. 

Somewhat similar to this, is the conception of Aristotle which held 
that it was impossible to know anything unless one could know its entire 
past, present and future. One could not know the oak tree until he knew 
the mystery of the acorn, the struggling, tender sapling, the mature and 
the dying and finally, the destroyed monarch of a dozen centuries. Aris- 
totle held that there was a principle of Becoming, working through all dis- 
crete entities and that this potential as it were, was, in a sense, indepen- 
dent of the individual thing itself. There was, in a word, a principle of 
oak treeness in the order of things. | 

To anticipate somewhat, we might raise the question as to which 
realm of reality is the most real: The realm of the Platonic Idea and the 
Aristotelian Potential, or that of the individual tree and its particular 
cycle of ascendency, decline and death? 

Proceeding now to the scope of modern science we will note that here 
measurement has become the touchstone of reality. Modern science con- 
cerns itself with quantity, which we may define as anything which is 
measurable in terms of equal to, less than, or greater than something else, 
Wich is of a comparable order. Modern science has taken quality out of 
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the world. It has quantitized the universe. The rose is not red. It only 
reflects certain measurable wave lengths of electro-magnetic energy units. 

Examined closely one discovers a fallacy in measurement which is 
quite disturbing and interesting. Actually when we measure, we are 
simply comparing two unknowns and we are merely recording certain re- 
lationships which exist between them. A foot rule goes around the table 
so and so many times. The hour hand goes around the face of the clock 
once or twice. But what is the nature of the ruler and the space it repre- 
sents, and what is the time which we find so closely dependent upon dis 
tance that we must concoct the term Time-space or Space-time to clear 
our thinking? 

Modern science is logical and reasonable. It depends upon hypotheses 
which, nevertheless, are not susceptible to proof, logic or reason, since all 
ultimate hypotheses are of an order which transcends reason. Two times 
two equals four is an intuitive order of reality which is independent of spe- 
cific objects or minds. It is a part of the essence of things. It is an intui- 
tive fact. It is an irreducible and non-existent reality. 

Briefly, if we reflect upon the nature of things, we are forced to cer’ 
tain interesting conclusions. We discover, for example, that there is a 
realm of values which encompasses such realities as the laws of logic, the 
“self-evident” mathematical and geometrical concepts, the irreducible ax- 
ioms of arithmetic and the like. We come further to the conclusion that 
such realities as these may not be said to truly exist, in a quantitative sense, 
since they cannot be reduced to the formula laid down above. We derive, 
therefore, the astonishing conclusion that there is an order of things which 
are real, “eternal,” irreducible and immaterial and which are more real 
than any particular material, physical or concrete entity. If then, nature 
be conceived, as Democritus and some modern scientists hold, as a time 
space-matter continuum, then we arrive at the conclusion that there is some’ 
thing outside of nature, which savors more of ultimate reality than could 
any discrete object. 

The essential nature of mind, intelligence, reason, intuition and con 
sciousness is elusive and complex in the extreme. The ultimate perform 
ances of consciousness may be of an order which are unsusceptible to the 
modern scientific technique. The recording of qualitative data is direct 
and yet it is real. As Descartes said: “I think, therefore, I am.” Psychic 
experiences, whatever they may mean, are in certain incontrovertible in 
stances, real and actual. To deny them is to confess ignorance. To in 
terpret them is, however, a hazardous task. 

We know, for example, that there are certain so-called hysterical 
states in which we may have double or even triple personalities. We know 
that many instances of automatic writing fall under this category. We do 
not know, however, what categories of reality are being dealt with in psy 
chic experiences. 

One fact is apparent and that is: Psychical research is undoubte:ly 
the most subtle and difficult of all fields with which the human mind has 
yet grappled. It is practically an uncharted field. Yet data are slowly ac 


Cc 

t 

t 

C 

f 

r 

t 

\ 

a 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

| ( 

( 

( 

( 


RECORD OF THE “X” GROUP 81 
cumulating. What are the laws controlling this elusive and ephemeral, yet 
undoubtedly real, area of experience? 

Psychical problems may very well elude a logical or reasoned explana- 
tion. They may be of an intuitive order, which is translogical. The scien- 
tific method may not be designed to encompass them, although every fa- 
cility of modern science should be employed to discover malingering or 
fraud and to determine at least what psychical problems are not. The 
— of psychical research may well be non-rational although not irra- 
tional. 

What is the nature of reality? Who can answer this query? Ulti- 
mate truth is perhaps unattainable. The psychical problem is, neverthe- 
less, on approach to the answer, and it stands today as one of the great. 
unknown, mayhap, unknowable realms to which the best human minds 
should address themselves, in order to push back, if possible, the present 
veil of doubt and uncertainty which surrounds the entire field. 


RECORD OF THE “X’”’ GROUP 
Part II. 
The present instalment commences with the fourth sitting, held at Mrs. 
Webster’s apartment on the 21st March 1932. The sitters were, as before, 


Mrs. Webster; Mrs. Van Antwerp; Mrs. Traver; Miss Marion Traver; 
and Mrs. Hall. 


Sitting No. IV. 
First Control. (C.1.) “AGNES BRENT” (pseudonym). 


Sitter. ‘““Where did you pass away?” 
C.1. “Hospital.” 
Sitter. “At what place?” 
“MONTCLAIR.” 
Sitter. “You mean Montclair, New Jersey?” 
C.1. “Yes, Mountainside.” 
Sitter. “Mountainside Hospital?” 
C1. “Yen” 
Sitter. “How long have you been over?” 
C.1. “Fourteen years.” 
Sitter. “What did you die of?” 
C.1. “Operation.” 


. Sitter. “How old were you?” 
C.1. “Under sixty.” 


Sitter. “Were you married?” 
“Yes.” 

Sitter. “Any children?” 
C.i. “No.” 

Sitter. “Husband still living?” 
es.” 


Sitter. “His name?” 


C.i. “JOHN ROBERT.” 
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Sitter. ““Where does he live?” 
C.1. “MONTCLAIR, 190 Park Avenue.” 
Sitter. ““His business or occupation?” 
C.1. “Stock market.” 
Sitter. “Any message for husband?” 
C.1. “Write: tell him I came to circle. Write hospital for information.” 
The group consulted the suburban telephone book and found the name 
and initials of the communicator given, with an address correctly accord- 
ing with that given above in two of the three numerals. The Manhattan 


telephone book gave the same name as that of a bond broker with a Broad- 
way address. 


A letter addressed by Mrs. Seeley to the Montclair (Morningside) 
Hospital, date 22 March, 1932, elicited the following: 


“Wish to advise that we had a patient by the name of Mrs. Agnes Brent, 130 
Ridgemont Road, Upper Montclair, died on November 5th, 1919. 


Cu. Le Jeung, Director. 


The date of the Hospital entry has not been altered, but the address 


of the patient is disguised, as well as the name, for the protection of surviv- 
ing relatives. 


Addendum to Sitting No. I. 

In going through the correspondence submitted by Mrs. Van Antwerp 
the Editor discovered a record detached from the file of the earlier sittings. 
It refers to communications dated Feb. 1st and 8th, and the personality of 
the control gives the nme HELEN ORVIS, stating that she lived in Man- 
chester, Vermont and that she greatly desired to get in touch with her son 
Paul. 

A letter written to this township by Mrs. Roland Jackson brought a 
reply from a representative of a local newspaper who said that Mrs. Helen 
T. Orvis had died on the 27th January, and that she was the widow of the 
late Paul W. Orvis and had left a son of the same name. As there seemed 
no special reason for concealing the name in this case, the Editor has used 
his discretion in publishing it without alteration. 


* * 


Sitting No. V. April 4th, 1932. 
First Control (C.1.) “DORA PRELL.” 
Sitter. “Where did you live?” 
C.1. “ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.” 
Sitter. “What street?” 
C.1. “DEVINE AVENUE: Lived with daughter.” 
Sitter. “What is your daughter’s name?” 
C.1. “HOFFACKER.” 
Sitter. “And her husband’s first name?” 
“ALBERT.” 
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Sitter. ‘What is their address?” 
C.1. “Six-forty-five ... HENRY.” 

Sitter. ‘‘Does ‘Henry’ refer to your husband?” 
Cl. 

Sitter. “What was your age when you died?” 
C.1. “Sixty-five.” 

Sitter. ““With what sickness did you pass away?” 


C.1. “Heart failure.” 
* * * * 


A thorough survey of several of the leading New York papers failed to 
reveal any obituary notice of Mrs. Dora Prell. Copies of the Elizabeth 
Daily Journal were then ordered with satisfying results. This paper was 
not accessible to any of the group either before, or at the time of, the sit- 
ting. Under date March 20, 1932, was recorded the death of Mrs. Prell, 
with her first name, her age, husband’s name, daughter’s name and address 
exactly as given at the sitting. 


This appears, therefore, a good instance of the ‘metagnomic’ faculty 


in operation. Owing to the publicity of the notice, there has seemed no 
reason for withholding the actual names. 


Sitting No. VI. April 18th, 1932. 
First Control. (C.1.) “AGNES CATON.” 
Sitter. “Were you married?” 
Ci. “Ha” 
C1. “CAULDWELL.” (sic) 
Sitter. “What State?” 
C.1. “New Jersey.” 
Sitter. “How long ago?” 
C.1. “Within two years.” 
Sitter. “Where did you die?” 
Sitter. “How old were you?” 
C.1. “Seventy-one.” 


The name of a surviving male relative living in Caldwell was given, 
but his address was not forthcoming, though asked for several times. In 
place of a reply, the control said: 

“TI am public-school teacher . . . forty-nine years.” 

Sitter. “You mean that you taught for that length of time?” 

“Yes... In old home died . . . Montclair School.” 
Sitter. “You mean that the school where you taught was located in 

Montclair?” 

“Yes .. . family homestead in Cauldwell. I love boys.” 
Sitter. “Did you teach boys?” 
C1. “Yes... poor health . . . few months.” 


Sitter. “You taught until within a few months of your death?” 
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At this point the communication was suddenly interrupted by a new 
control, who again turns out to be of New Jersey provenance. On what 
hypothesis is one to attempt a plausible explanation of these breaches of 


continuity which are so frequent a feature of sittings of this kind? The 
intruder thus announces himself: 


C.2. “THOMAS BARR.” 
Sitter. “Where did you die?” 
C.2. “METUCHEN: New Jersey. 
Sitter. “How long ago?” 
C.2. “Fifteen years ago.” 
Sitter. “What was your business or occupation?” 


C.2. “Coffee.” 


- This control, in reply to further questions, mentioned his wife ELLA, 
and a son JASPER. He also said that his home had been on Spring St., 
No. 176. Before he could proceed further, Agnes Caton, the displaced 
first control, resumed her broken communication, admitting that she had 
been “crowded out” by the last. She affirmed that she taught “every de- 
tail of progress” and made the following request: 


“Will you write Superintendent, Board of Education, Montclair 


schools. He is in phone book. I was principal. I like people to know 
about my work.” 


In reply to a letter addressed by Miss Marion Traver to the Board of 
Education, the following was received from the Superintendent: 
My dear Miss Traver: 


At the time of her death, Miss Agnes M. Caton lived at 8 Central Place, Cald- 
well, New Jersey. To my knowledge she had never been a principal in our school 
system. At the time of her death she was a teacher of a subnormal class. 


I do not know about Miss Caton’s family. I think, however, that she does have 
some surviving relatives.” 


* * KF 


An incomplete series of Caldwell street directories was consulted by 
Mrs. Hall at the Central New York Library with the following results: 

1908, 1920.—Agnes M. Caton, teacher; boards 9 Central Place also Frank J. 
Caton (nephew)—house 9 Central Place. 


* 


ADDITIONAL DATA regarding Thomas Barr. 


The Metuchen directories, also consulted at the Library, had Thomas 
Barr’s name recorded as follows: 


1911-12 and 1913-14. Thomas M. Barr.—House, Main. 


* * & 


